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Tribes Bash Film Festival Statement by Energy Corporation



TORONTO-Just a few hours ahead of the North American Premiere of the documentary UPSTREAM BATTLE at the Toronto International Film Festival, the Karuk and Hoopa Tribes in California react to a recent statement by Warren Buffett's PacifiCorp.

UPSTREAM BATTLE, by filmmaker Ben Kempas, documents the tribes' fight for the survival of their salmon-based culture. They demand complete removal of four large hydroelectric dams on the Klamath River which are owned by PacifiCorp, an energy company controlled by Buffett, the richest man in the world. 

On Saturday, PacifiCorp managers issued their first public statement in response to UPSTREAM BATTLE. They acknowledged the recognition of the film in Toronto and, referring to confidential settlement talks, surprisingly announced: "Today, we are closer than we've ever been to a positive resolution for the Klamath."

Today [Monday], the Karuk Tribe issues a response questioning PacifiCorp's statement. Vice-chairman Leaf Hillman says: "Buffett's dams are killing communities, poisoning a river, and denying Native People access to their culture and religion. PacifiCorp claims that we are close to a resolution but the company still refuses to meet with Tribal representatives to negotiate an agreement."
Hillman goes on to add that, "We remain disappointed as Mr. Buffett fails to live up to his reputation as a fair and just businessman. We appreciate the honest storytelling in UPSTREAM BATTLE and hope by sharing this story others will be inspired to join our struggle."

Given the film's focus on the tribal viewpoint, PacifiCorp also said in their statement: "This film clearly advocates on behalf of one unique perspective." 
Merv George Jr., a Hoopa Tribal Member featured in the documentary, points out PacifiCorp's own participation in the documentary: "UPSTREAM BATTLE is a unique film that demonstrates the many different perspectives that are shared in the Klamath River Basin. Ben Kempas spent a lot of time with the various stakeholders and with Pacificorp to validate and to inform the viewer how complex this issue is." 

George, who travelled to Munich, Germany for the film's world premiere in May, adds: "Many in the tribal communities have always believed that once the public is informed of the many social, economic, and cultural injustices that have occurred since the Klamath Dams have been built (early 1900's); change is inevitable. The facts speak for themselves and it is obvious who is the villian and who are the victims. For years corporate profits have outweighed the river's cries for help. Now that the economic peak is over, it is time for these salmon-killing dams to go. Stay tuned for the largest dam removal project in the world--and better yet, keep informed about our Klamath Upstream Battle."

In the meantime, two members of the Karuk Tribe have arrived in Toronto to attend tonight's premiere and another screening on Wednesday.

Official Screening Times
Monday, September 8th – 8:15 p.m. – AMC 9 (Public)
Wednesday, September 10th – 6:00 p.m. – AMC 9 (Public)
Friday, September 12th – 11:45 a.m. – Varsity 7 (Public)

*Screeners and high-resolution art for this film are also available.  
Director Ben Kempas and Producer Joachim Schroeder are available for interviews by phone or email and in person in Toronto from September 4-13th.  Karuk Tribal members Ron Reed and Mike Polmateer available for in person interviews September 8-10th. 
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